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FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
FEMA-DR-1398-M S-NR19

January 3, 2002

MISSISSIPPI EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contacts: Amy Bissell, MEMA, 601-960-9039
(After-hours pager, 601-930-2652)

Jay Eaker, FEMA, 601-956-1844
(After-hours pager, 800-759-8888, PIN# 1071383)

HOLMESAND SHARKEY COUNTIES
DESIGNATED FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

JACKSON, Miss. January 3, 2002 — Federal disastatd have been made available for Holmes
and Sharkey counties today to help local governsestiiuild public property damaged by the recent

severe storms, tornadoes and flooding in Mississipp

The head of the Federal Emergency Management AgéitttMA) Director Joe M. Allbaugh
announced the assistance was approved followiegiaw of damage data gathered by federal, state and

local disaster recovery officials.
“Ensuring that vital community services are restioss quickly as possible is part of our
continuing commitment to help Mississippi achieelhand lasting recovery,” Allbaugh said.

Affected local governments in Holmes and Sharkaeynties are eligible to apply for federal funds
to pay 75 percent of the approved cost for delensaval, emergency services related to the disastdr,
repairing or replacing damaged public facilities;ls as roads, buildings and utilities.

The addition of the two counties brings the totainter of counties eligible for state and federal
assistance for public facilities to 16. The countiew eligible for public assistance are: Bentaolj\&r,
Coahoma, Holmes, Humphreys, Leake, Marshall, PaRontiss, Quitman, Sharkey, Sunflower,

Tallahatchie, Tippah, Tunica and Washington.
The funds were authorized under the major disaelaration issued by President Bush on
December 7, and made available through FEMA'’s puddisistance program for state and local

governments.
Procedures for requesting the assistance will pé&aaed to the added counties by the Mississippi

Emergency Management Agency.
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